Unique considerations for the pediatric heart transplant recipient: the role of the school nurse.
Heart transplantation has become an accepted therapy for terminal heart conditions in children. With the increasing incidence of pediatric heart transplantation, school nurses may find cardiac recipients in their schools. The article discusses physical and psychological considerations for managing these students. Among the physical considerations are work capacity, appearance, organ rejection, and infection. The psychological considerations are emotions, cognitive functioning, quality of life, and behavioral concerns. The school nurse is a key resource in informing staff about the unique concerns of pediatric transplant recipients and in ensuring they are integrated into the school setting.